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(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
Fulmer Bros. Duplex (425-27 Spring Garden Street)

Three story brick double house, built in the “late Greek Revival” style by iron workers Joseph and Daniel Fulmer possibly prior to 1860 (i.e. in the late 1850s).
  Original floors, and much of the original woodwork and glass, remain intact.  

· The Fulmer brothers’ shop was located east of the house, at what was assigned No.417 when the new street numbering scheme was inaugurated in 1874.
  One brother (probably Joseph
) was a blacksmith (working in iron), the other was a “whitesmith” who finished metal or worked in light metals such as tin.  As a combination, it appears that the shop probably did specialized artisan or craft work.
   

The house at No.427 was occupied by Joseph Fulmer (d.1883),
 his son Daniel G. Fulmer (also a blacksmith),
 and his granddaughter
 Anna Fulmer Arnold (who added a wing and a double porch).
  In 1907, the property was purchased by Anna M. Steckel,
 the wife of lawyer Henry Steckel
 who had built the Steckel Mansion on the top of Mt. Jefferson.
  The Steckel family owned the property until 1947.
  
· Between 1981 and 1996, the house was owned and occupied by John and Marianne Starke, who established the Starke Woodworking firm which crafted high end millwork (including restoration millwork) for high end properties, including New York City metropolitan area residences.  They refurbished the house, and added a floor stencil to the first floor dining room designed by Prof. Danna Van Horn (of the Baum School of Arts).
  

[Many thanks to Tom Jones for his extensive research on this property - RFH]
� 	Tom Jones, 427 Spring Garden Street, Easton, Pennsylvania 5 (unpublished paper).  The date is based on the Lithograph Picture, “Explosion of the Alfred Thomas at Easton, PA, March 6th 1860” (Bixler & Corwin)(copy in directors office of the Easton Area Public Library), which shows the duplex house in the background.  But see William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, etc. 122 (William H. Boyd 1860)(1860 City Directory listing Joseph Fulmer as a blacksmith located at Bushkill and North Fourth Streets).  


	But see City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone A (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982)(“Neo-Federal” style built c.1860 – 1890).


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Monday, 24 Nov. 1873, p.3.  John Linden, a slater, had his commercial establishment at No.415, at the corner with North Fourth Street.  Id.    


� 	See 1870 Census, Series M593, Roll 1382, p.30A (listing for Joseph Fulmer, blacksmith, age 40).   


� 	Jones, 427 Spring Garden Street, supra at 4-5.  


� 	Jones, 427 Spring Garden Street, supra at 6;  see also 1870 Census, Series M593, Roll 1382, p.30A (listing for Joseph Fulmer, blacksmith, age 40); Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Monday, 24 Nov. 1873, p.3;  D.G. Beers (surveyor), Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(map reference to J. Fulmer);  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 73 (1873)(alphabetical listing for Joseph Fulmer, “mill pick, head Spring Garden”;  Daniel Fulmer – presumably Joseph’s brother at this date -- listed at “N Fourth n Bushkill”).   


� 	1870 Census, Series M593, Roll 1382, p.30A (listing with Joseph Fulmer’s son, Daniel, age 20, blacksmith);  1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.407A (property listed to Daniel G. Fulmer, age 30, blacksmith).  Accordingly, the Daniel Fulmer on the property in 1880 appears to be Joseph Fulmer’s son, and not his brother.  


� 	The 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.407A listed Annie J. Fulmer as the three-year-old daughter of Daniel G. Fulmer.  


� 	Jones, 427 Spring Garden Street, supra at 6.  


� 	Jones, 427 Spring Garden Street, supra at 6.  


� 	The 1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.107A lists Anna Steckel as the wife of Henry F. Steckel, retired lawyer, living on Mt. Jefferson.  


� 	William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County 217-18 (America Historical Society 1920);  ; John W. Jordon, Edgar Moore Green & George T. Ettinger, Historic Homes and Institutions and Genealogical and Personal Memoirs of the Lehigh Valley Pennsylvania 91-93 (The Lewis Publishing Co. 1905, reprint by Higginson Book Co.);  see Jones, 427 Spring Garden Street, supra at 6 (Anna M. Steckel owned “the whole of Mt. Jefferson”).   Mr. Steckel died in 1919 at age 91, the oldest member of the Northampton County bar and “possibly the oldest member of any bar in the United States.”  Article, “Bar on Death on Mr. Steckel”, Easton Express / Easton Argus, Monday, 20 Oct. 1919, p.2, col. 5;  Obituary, “Death of H.E. Steckel”, Easton Express / Easton Argus, Monday, 20 Oct. 1919, p.5, col.2.  


� 	Jones, 427 Spring Garden Street, supra at 7.  


� 	Jones, 427 Spring Garden Street, supra at 7. 





