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(Photo by Richard F. Hope) 
Bixler-Laubach Mansion  (204 Spring Garden Street) 
This property cuts across the middle of what were once original town Lot Nos.59, 61, and 63.
  These original town Lots were surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was established in 1752.  They stretched lengthwise along the South side of Spring Garden Street.  They were all conveyed to Samuel Sitgreaves in three transactions between 1800 and 1804.
   Easton town father Samuel Sitgreaves was a lawyer; a Federalist Congressman from Pennsylvania; and from 1798 a US Commissioner to Great Britain regarding British claims under the Jay Treaty.  In addition, he was the first President of The Easton Bank, a leader of the campaign to build the Delaware River Bridge XE "Delaware River Bridge"  in 1806,
 and made crucial donations to found Easton’s Library Hall
 and the Easton Trinity Episcopal Church.
 

Samuel Sitgreaves built a number of houses on his property along the South side of Spring Garden Street.
  He died in 1827.
  His executors subdivided off some of his property along the South side of Spring Garden Street.
  However, this corner lot was retained “to permit and suffer my Sister-in-law Sophia C. Kemper, to have use and enjoy during hr natural life, the House and lot where she now dwells”.  Mrs. Kemper’s lot included a frontage of 40 feet along Spring Garden Street.
 

Sophia Kemper died on 19 January 1879.  Her life estate then concluded, the Sitgreaves estate sold the property at the surviving heirs’ request in 1882. William H. Davis made the highest bid, for $5,710, which was accepted on 18 February.
  Less than two months later (on 5 April), Davis resold the property to Jeremiah Anglemeyer.
     

The present structure is an ornate stone Victorian/Romanesque
 house, with a 3-story stone tower at corner, 2-1/2-story main building with square turrets (one with battlements), scalloped roof peak, dormers, and huge bow window at ground level.  Fine stained glass windows.
  “[M]ultiple sharply pointed gables with slender finials at the peaks” give an effect that has been described as “positively medieval”.
  
    
This house was designed by Charles S. Howell and built in 1893 for Mrs. J. Elwood (Emma Eilenberger) Bixler,
 shortly after the death in 1891
 of her husband, jeweler J. Elwood Bixler.  Elwood and Emma’s nephew, merchant Floyd S. Bixler, lived next door on Spring Garden Street.
  Floyd Bixler purchased the corner property in 1892 (the year after Elwood’s death),
 and then a month later conveyed most of it to his Aunt Emma.
  
· The founder of Easton’s Bixler family, Christian Bixler III, had founded the family’s Easton clockmaking and jewelry business in approximately 1785.  Christian Bixler was Elwood Bixler’s grandfather.  Elwood’s death in fact ended his branch of the Bixler family’s involvement in the jewelry business.  The current Bixler’s Jewelers Store was conducted by Elwood’s cousins (in fact, in competition with Elwood);  they descended from a different son of the founder.
   

Emma and Elwood Bixler’s children included: 

· Edith Bixler, who married Henry B. Laubach (1881-1930).
  Henry Laubach was one of the five sons of William Laubach who joined Laubach’s Department Store.  He entered the firm in 1901, and became a director after the company incorporated.  As of 1920, a store brochure remarked (perhaps curiously?) that he “confines his efforts to looking after the interests of the firm in the Ready-to-Wear Department on the second floor.”
   Henry and Edith (Bixler) Laubach  continued to reside in the Bixler/Laubach Mansion until after Emma Bixler’s death.
  

· William Opp Bixler
 (1878–1945).
  lived in the mansion with his mother into the 20th Century.  He appears to have initially been trained as an electrician.
  In 1901, he married Grace Simon,
 stepdaughter of silk magnate Herman Simon, in a “magical wedding ceremony and reception” at the Simon Mansion at 13th and Bushkill Streets.  “It was by far the high point of Easton’s social season in 1901.” They had five children together.
  The “Ward House” (named for Grace’s second husband) was built over the garden of the Simon Mansion on North 3rd Street for the young couple, where they lived there for many years.  By 1910, his occupation had changed to a photographer, while by 1920 it had evolved again to a manufacturer of “Adv. Device” [advanced devices].
  By 1925, he had moved back into the Bixler Mansion, and was again listed as a photographer.
  They moved to a new address at 37 North 3rd Street by 1923, and took an extended trip to five countries in Europe with three of their children, sailing on the RMS Olympic (sister ship to the more famous RMS Titanic).  However, in 1924 Grace filed for divorce, which was finalized on 23 February 1925, and Grace married her second husband, William Francis Ward, approximately a year later.  Because William Bixler did not give his daughter away at her marriage in 1928, it is thought that the family break-up was not amicable, although the actual grounds for the divorce are unknown.
  William O. Bixler retired from business by 1830, then living with his second wife, Blanche Crater.
   
In 1900, Emma Bixler lived in the Mansion with her son and daughter, and a servant.
  In 1901, Emma Bixler and her son William (together with William’s wife, Grace Simon Bixler), resettled ownership of the mansion so that Emma owned it not only for herself, but as trustee for her daughter Edith.
  This action allowed for an easy transition of ownership to Edith when Emma should die.  
· In 1902, William Bixler’s father-in-law built his own opulent mansion at 41 North 3rd Street for the ladies of his family – that is, for his wife and his step-daughter, Grace Bixler, William Bixler’s wife.
  Simon later added a separate house (the “Ward House”) on the garden of his mansion specifically for Grace and her husband.
 

Edith and her husband, Henry B. Laubach, resided with her mother, Emma Bixler, in the Bixler Mansion.
  Emma Bixler died in the Bixler Mansion in 1919,
 and her funeral was held there.  Her honorary pallbearers included neighbor Howard Riegel (214-16 Spring Garden Street) and Bush & Bull Store owners S.R. Bush and J.V. Bull.
  Edith and her husband, Henry B. Laubach, continued to live in the Mansion after Emma Bixler’s death,
 and the Laubach name joined with the Bixler name in referring to it. 


  Edith (Bixler) Laubach died on 13 August 1965.  Her will (with codicil) left the Bixler-Laubach Mansion property in equal shares to her children:  Elwood Bixler Laubach and Marion Edith (Laubach – married to Thomas B. Reynolds).  The following year, her heirs sold the Bixler-Laubach Mansion to Betty and Morton Sobel for $26,000.
  They held it until 1978, when it was sold to Thomas and Kathleen Young for $57,000.
   “Tommy” Young and his wife also own other buildings in town, including 65 North 4th Street
 and the Correll House (including the White House Chinese restaurant) at 75 North 4th Street.
  
� 	See Deed, [Rev.] Samuel Sitgreaves and James Linton, Executors of the Will of Samuel Sitgreaves, to Mary Ralston, E5  263 (1 Apr. 1829)(recitals regarding a similar lot next door at what is now 208 Spring Garden Street, stating that Ralston’s purchase was part of Lots 59, 61 and 63).  See also Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org.  The modern property is 35’ along Spring Garden Street, by 148’ deep:  the original town lots had a depth along Fermor (now 2nd) Street of 60’ apiece.   


� 	Deed, John and Richard Penn to Samuel Sitgreaves, G2  86 (25 Jan. 1800)(Lot No.59;  also included Lot Nos.80 and 240 for sale price £75);  Deed, John and Richard Penn to Samuel Sitgreaves, G2  516 (15 Dec. 1802)(Lot No.61);  Deed, Henry (Mary) Spering to Samuel Sitgreaves, H2  508 (11 July 1804)(Lot No.63).   Henry Spering had previously acquired Lot No.63 from the Penn Family.  Deed, Penn Family to Henry Spering, H2  417 (18 Aug. 1802).  See generally A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937). 


� 	Biographical Directory of the United States Congress, “Samuel Sitgreaves”, searchable from bioguide.congress.gov/biosearch/biosearch.asp  (accessed 3 Jan. 2005);  David B. Stillman, Easton in the First Half of the Nineteenth Century, Paper presented to the Northampton County Historical Society 17 Jan. 1946, Historical Bulletin of the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, No. 3  (Sept. 1947) (avail. Marx Room, Easton Public Library), at 3, 6-7;  Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a  148-49 (George W. West 1885);  Ethan Allen Weaver, “The Forks of the Delaware” Illustrated xxi, xxvi  (Eschenbach Press, Easton, PA, 1900); Papers Read Before the Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, The Old County Courthouse and other Northampton County History 18 (1964).  


� 	See Easton Area Public Library Website, www.eastonpl.org/, “Our History” (accessed 3 Jan. 2005);  Dr. Elinor Warner, Easton, Pennsylvania Walking Tour, for Pennsylvania Art Education Association Conference 2000, www.kutztown.edu/paea/paeaconf/2000/easton/walk_tour.html (accessed 4 Jan. 2005).  


� 	Warner, Easton Walking Tour, supra;  Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 152 (George W. West 1885 / 1889).  


� 	See www.WalkingEaston.com entries for 206, 208 and 214 Spring Garden Street.   


� 	E.g., F.S. Bixler, “’Hon. Samuel Sitgreaves’, An Illustrious Citizen of Northampton County”, Speech read at meeting of Northampton County Historical & Genealogical Society, 18 Feb. 1922.  


� 	See, e.g., Deed, [Rev.] Samuel Sitgreaves and James Linton, Executors of the Will of Samuel Sitgreaves, to Mary Ralston, E5  263 (1 Apr. 1829)(specific mention of a “Stone Messuage” next door to the East, at what is now 208 Spring Garden Street);  Deed, James Linton, Executor of Will of Samuel Sitgreaves, to Michael Lehn, B6  610 (23 May 1831)(sale of property next door to the West, at what is now 222 Spring Garden Street). 


� 	Estate of Samuel Sitgreaves, 30 Orphans Court Record 88 (3 July 1882);  see also File 3885 (Northampton County Orphans Court 1827).  


� 	Estate of Samuel Sitgreaves, 30 Orphans Court Record 88 (3 July 1882);  see also File 3885 (Northampton County Orphans Court 1827).   


� 	See Estate of Samuel Sitgreaves, 30 Orphans Court Record 88 (3 July 1882);  see also File 3885 (Northampton County Orphans Court 1827).  


� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone E (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982)(listed as 202 Spring Garden Street).


� 	Scott Hill, A Self Guided Tour . . . Historic Forks of the Delaware 2 (Eagle Scout Project, 29 Apr. 1992)(copies sold by NCH&GS); Dr. Elinor Warner, Easton, Pennsylvania Walking Tour, for Pennsylvania Art Education Association Conference 2000, http://www.kutztown.edu/paea/paeaconf/2000/easton/walk_tour.html (accessed 4 Jan. 2005).   See also Ethan Allen Weaver, “The Forks of the Delaware” Illustrated  305 (Eschenbach Press 1900)(picture of the house).  


� 	Article, “Sharp Gables Give ‘Castle’ Medieval Air”, Easton Express, Wed., 24 Aug. 1977, p.16, cols.4-6. 


� 	See Easton Daily Express, Illustrated Industrial Edition 22 (Jan. 1893, reprinted by W-Graphics)(with illustration; article says Howell “is supervising the construction of the house”);  City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone E (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982)(202 Spring Garden Street built c.1893);  cf. Deed, Floyd S. Bixler to Emma E. Bixler, B24  232 (31 March 1892).  See also 1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.63A(residence of Emma Bixler at 204 Spring Garden Street).  


	But see Article, “Sharp Gables Give ‘Castle’ Medieval Air”, Easton Express, Wed., 24 Aug. 1977, p.16, cols.4-6 (“probably built in the mid 1800s” by Samuel Sitgreaves). 


� 	William J. Heller, III History of Northampton County and the Grand Valley of the Lehigh 316-17 (American Historical Society 1920).   


� 	See separate entry for Floyd Bixler Residence at 206 Spring Garden Street.  


� 	Deed, Jeremiah (Lizzie) Anglemyer to Floyd S. Bixler, H22  576 (1 March 1892).   


Anglemyer had purchased the property (with a building on it) in 1880 in a public sale.  Article, “Sharp Gables Give ‘Castle’ Medieval Air”, Easton Express, Wed., 24 Aug. 1977, p.16, cols.4-6. 


� 	Deed, Floyd S. Bixler to Emma E. Bixler, B24  232 (31 March 1892).  A portion of the corner property was retained by Floyd Bixler, an added to his property next door.  See Deed, Floyd S. Bixler to Frank Kurlansik, B54  252 (3 Feb. 1925)(conveying house at 206 Spring Garden Street; recitals show two contiguous tracts, one of which derives from the Anglemyer purchase of 1892).  


� 	See Floyd Smith Bixler, The Vine and Background of Christian Bixler, 3rd and Some Collateral Branches (undated, typed by Edith Jane Stires, 1930 per data on p.15). 


� 	See Floyd Smith Bixler, The Vine and Background of Christian Bixler, 3rd and Some Collateral Branches (undated, typed by Edith Jane Stires, 1930 per data on p.15)(genealogical tables at back).;  Obituary, “Bixler”, Easton Express, Monday, 22 Dec. 1919, p.2, col.2 (children included Edith, wife of Henry B. Laubach).   


� 	Wm. Laubach & Sons, Sixty Years of Store Progress 1860-1920  11 (Easton: The Hobson Printing Co. 1920). 


� 	1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.94B.  


� 	See Floyd Smith Bixler, The Vine and Background of Christian Bixler, 3rd and Some Collateral Branches (undated, typed by Edith Jane Stires, 1930 per data on p.15);  1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.409A (William O. Bixler age 2). 


� 	U.S. Selective Service System, World War I Draft Registration Card, “William Opp Bixler”, Series M1509, Roll 1877949 (National Archives, imaged by ancestry.com from National Family Library microfilm 12 Sept. 1918)(day of birth 2 Apr. 1878);  accord, Find A Grave Memorial # 167628736, “William O. Bixler”, http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&amp;GRid=167628736&amp;ref=acom (Easton Cemetery 31 July 2016)(birth 2 Apr. 1878, death 18 March 1945). 


� 	See 1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.63A (electrician William O. Bixler living with his mother, Emma E. Bixler ad his sister, Edith Bixler, at 201 Spring Garden Street). 


� 	Trinity [Episcopal] Church, Register of Baptisms, Funerals and Marriages 412 (Easton: handwritten register copy available on ancestry.com)(William Opp Bixler and Grace Ingersoll Hawley Simon married 11 June 1901).


� 	Kenneth L. Klabunde, This House Is For The Ladies 56-57 (self-published, printed by PrintPlus o Sewartsville, NJ 2013). 


� 	See 1910 Census, Series T624, Roll 1381, p.36A;  1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.96A;  WalkingEaston entry for Simon Mansion at 41 North 3rd Street, and sources cited therein;  Kenneth L. Klabunde, This House Is For The Ladies 57 (self-published, printed by PrintPlus o Sewartsville, NJ 2013). 


� 	See Charles M. Barnard (compiler), West’s Directory for City of Easton 166 (Union Publishing Co. 1920). 


� 	Kenneth L. Klabunde, This House Is For The Ladies 57 (self-published, printed by PrintPlus o Sewartsville, NJ 2013).  See generally Ethan Allen Weaver, “The Forks of the Delaware” Illustrated 305 (Eschenbach Press, Easton, PA, 1900); John W. Jordan, Edgar Moore Green & George T. Ettinger, Historic Homes and Institutions and Genealogical and Personal Memoirs of the Lehigh Valley Pennsylvania 110-11 (The Lewis Publishing Co. 1905, reprint by Higginson Book Co.).  


� 	Compare Floyd Smith Bixler, The Vine and Background of Christian Bixler, 3rd and Some Collateral Branches 104 (typed by Edith Jane Stires, undated but text at 15 indicates written in 1930) with 1930 Census, Series   (retired, living in Monmouth County, N.J. with wife Blanch).  


� 	1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.63A. 


� 	Deed, William O. (Grace S.) Bixler; and Emma E. Bixler, Executrix of the Estate of J. Elwood Bixler;  to Emma E. Bixler individually and as trustee for Edith Bixler, C31  44 (3 Dec. 1901). 


� 	Article, “Old Adage Symbolizes YW: Beauty in Life Eases Thorns”, Easton Express, Tues., 13 Jan. 1970, p.14. 


� 	See Third Street Alliance, The Herman Simon Mansion;  Historic Easton, Inc., Holiday Preservation Tour of Historic Easton unnumbered p.6 (9 Dec. 1978).  The house is currently referred to as the “Ward House” after the second husband of Grace Simon.  However, she was married to William Opp Bixler at the time it was built. 


� 	1910 Census, Series T624, Roll 1381, p.23B(Emma E. Bixler with daughter Edith B. Laubach and son-in-law Henry B. Laubach, address given as 202 Spring Garden Street).  


� 	Obituary, “Bixler”, Easton Express, Monday, 22 Dec. 1919, p.2, col.2;  see also Deed, Elwood Bixler (Helen H.) Laubach, et al., to Betty (Morton) Sobel, 263  559 (26 Feb. 1966)(recital that Emma E. Bixler died 21 December 1919;  her will was recorded in Will Book 22  499, which in the Sixth Paragraph left her interest in the Bixler Mansion to her daughter Edith, wife of Henry Laubach).   


� 	Funeral Notice, “Emma Eilenberger Bixler”, Easton Express, Wednesday, 24 Dec. 1919, p.7.


� 	See 1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.94B (department store merchant Henry B. Laubach, wife Edith, son Elwood B. Laubach and daughter Marion E. Laubach, with two servants, residents at 204 Spring Garden Street).  


� 	Deed, Elwood Bixler (Helen H.) Laubach, et al., to Betty (Morton) Sobel, 263  559 (26 Feb. 1966). 


� 	Deed, Betty (Morton) sobel to Thomas (Kathleen) Young, 576  741 (10 Jan. 1978)(sale price $57,000 for property at SW corner of Spring Garden and 2nd Streets, measuring 40’ X 74’, with the address of 204 Spring Garden Street). 


� 	Deed, Evelyn E. Hotz to Tommy (Kathleen M.) Young, 413  259 (1 Nov. 1971)(sale price $27,500 for 65 North 4th Street, on property measuring 15’ 9 ½” X 220’ deep). 


� 	Deed, Leona Mae Lipkey Applegate to Tommy (Kathleen M.) Young, 436  317 (21 Aug. 1972). 





