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(Photo 2009 by Richard F. Hope) 
Site of Former Maxwell, Laubach and John Stewart Residences  (133-37 North Third Street) 


The modern property – with a modern office building built in 1968
 – occupies a 90’ front on North 2nd Street from the corner with Bushkill Street, and extends along Bushkill Street 126.5' – a little more than half-way to Green Alley.
  Original town lots in this area, as surveyed by William Parsons when Easton was established in 1752,  were 60’ (along North 2nd Street) X 230’ deep.  Accordingly, this property is made up of the western portion of original Town Lot No.48 (at the corner), plus the northwestern portion of original Town Lot No.46
  

In 1802, Peter Miller purchased a parcel that included all of original Town Lot No.48 (running along Bushkill Street from the corner with Fermor (later 2nd) Street all the way to Green Alley), plus the northern half of the adjacent Lot No.46. This parcel had the same 90’ frontage on North 2nd Street as the modern property, although it extended farther down Bushkill Street.
  Miller was known as one of the three “rich men of Easton”,
 and as Easton’s “merchant prince” and a “philanthropist”.
  When he died in 1847 at age 81,
 he left much of his estate to his nephew, also named Peter Miller (a resident of Ohio).  Nephew Peter Miller used part of this inheritance to pay his agent in Easton,
 and another part to settle the legal bills of his two prominent Easton lawyers,
 who prosecuted a lengthy (and ultimately successful) lawsuit to annul one of the will’s charitable bequests, resulting in a landmark decision of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.
  One of these deeds recited (as of 21 November 1849) that the property at the SE corner of Bushkill and Fermor (2nd) Streets was vacant.
  Once the lawyers’s bills were settled, Miller and his agent immediately sold their interest in their Bushkill Street property to McEvers Forman,
 the Cashier
 (and later President) of the institution that became the First National Bank of Easton.
  Forman subdivided the property, laying out a private alley to allow access to certain pieces,
 and selling a portion of it at the corner to John Maxwell in 1850.  Maxwell’s purchase had only a 45’ frontage on North 4th Street – half the modern value.
  

John Maxwell.  At least by 1860,
 and continuing until his death in 1885 (at age 68),
 John Maxwell maintained his residence on the corner property.
  John Maxwell was the fourth of six children who came to Easton in 1833-34 with family Matriarch Sarah Maxwell, and established the family homestead in the Maxwell Mansion at 208 Spring Garden Street.
  He was a merchant miller
 with his flour mill located in South Easton,
 who by 1875 became the President of the Lehigh Water Company.

· In the early 1870s, John Maxwell’s house at the corner was listed as 73 North 2nd Street, under the street numbering scheme then in effect.
 
· With the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme in 1874, Maxwell’s residence was assigned to 137 North 2nd Street.
 

· Next door to the East (at 140 Bushkill Street, today part of the Schmid Apartments) was the residence of bookseller William Maxwell.
  Across Bushkill Street (at 143 Bushkill Street) lived another brother, Judge Henry Maxwell, in a home that was replaced by Route 22.
           


The Stewarts.  McEvers Forman sold the southern strip of his property (with a 45’ frontage on North 2nd Street) to druggist Thomas R. Pomp in 1849,
 who resold it to William H. Hutter in 1851 for $1,500.
  Hutter was the owner of the Easton Argus newspaper from 1844
 (when he was only 19)
 until 1869.
  

Hutter sold the North 2nd Street property to Elizabeth Stewart in 1865 for $7,500.
  This increase in property value, together with a comparison of the deed language, suggests that Hutter built the “Brick Dwelling house” that was conveyed Mrs. Stewart.
  Elizabeth Stewart was the daughter of wealthy Easton property owner Benjamin Green;  her brothers were iron mill investor John Green, and polymath professor and physician Dr. Traill Green.
  Several buildings still in Easton are associated with the Green Family.
  Elizabeth’s husband was John Stewart.
  

· The Stewarts made this home their residence.  In the early 1870s, John Stewart’s house was listed as 71 North 2nd Street, under the street numbering scheme then in effect.
 
· With the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme in 1874, Stewart’s residence was assigned to 133 North 2nd Street.
 

John Stewart (1796 – 1885) was the youngest son of Judge Thomas Stewart, from a large farm “near Stewartsville”, NJ.  The Judge had been a long-standing and prominent member of the community: he had met his wife while serving as a Lieutenant under General Washington in the Revolutionary War, and had been instrumental in surveying the farms in the Stewartsville area.
  His son, John Stewart, was educated in Easton under Rev. David Bishop at the Easton Academy
 (on 2nd Street, where the Gov. Wolf Building now stands
).  This may have attracted the younger Stewart to Easton as a long-term residence.  Once in Easton, John Stewart became the “prime mover”
 and one of the principal partners in a firm formed to start the first iron rolling mill in South Easton in 1837-38,
 then under the name of “Rodenbough, Stewart, and Co.”  John Stewart and John Green – his brother-in-law from North 4th Street (see below) – were two of the seven original partners.
  The mill “was one of the earliest large-scale factories to be built in the Abbott Street Industrial Park” of South Easton,
 along the Lehigh Navigation canal
 north of Mill Street and near (ultimately at a corner with) Abbott Street.
  Although it was originally designed to produce nails, “by 1843 it had been successfully modified to produce an exceptionally fine quality of iron wire.”
  This wire “soon gained a national reputation for superior quality”, and was used by “[a]lmost all of the early builders of suspension bridges”.
  It is also said that the first telegraph wire was made at the mill.
  

· The initial senior partner, Charles Rodenbough, was born in 1797 in New Jersey.  In 1830, “he entered into the coal, iron and lumber business at” Phillipsburg and Easton.
  In addition to the South Easton mills with John Stewart, Rodenbough was also President of the Lehigh Water Company.  He retired from all business in 1868, and died on 21 August 1872.
  His son, Theophilus Francis Rodenbough (b.1838), was appointed a cavalry officer at the start of the Civil War at the recommendation of Andrew Reeder of Easton. He rose through the ranks, commanding a regiment at the Battle of Gettysburg, and ultimately achieving the brevet rank of Brigadier General.


Charles Rodenbough retired from the South Easton mills in 1852.
  The firm, then managed by John Stewart, became known as Stewart and Co,
 and later as the “Stewart Wire Mills Co.”
  John Stewart retired from the Wire Works in 1864, “when his son Charles assumed control”.
  Charles’s younger brother, Clement Stewart, graduated from Princeton in that year and joined the firm, ultimately becoming the firm’s Assistant Superintendent,
 under Edward H. Green, the Superintendent of Stewart & Company in the 1870s.
 An advertisement for the firm in 1870 described the firm’s products as “Spring, Bridge, Cable, Rivet, Telegraph, Buckle, Umbrella, Parasol, Pump, Fence, Screw, Broom and Merchant WIRE”.
  Clement continued with the mill until he retired in 1892,
 and his brother Charles retired at approximately the same time.
  Although one source states that the firm “retir[ed] from the wire manufacturing field in 1895”,
 the “Stewart Wire Co.” was nevertheless still listed in 1901.
  It was remembered as “the last manufacturing establishment operating in the Abbott Street Industrial Park . . . [i]t closed down early in the twentieth century.”
    


In 1860, John Stewart had also become the President of the Farmer’s and Mechanic’s Bank, which became the First National Bank of Easton in 1865.
  In addition, this was the bank that later expanded into becoming the Alpha Building that now stands at the SW corner of Centre Square and South Third Street.
  John Stewart retired from the Bank in 1872,
 and died in 1885.
   


John and Elizabeth Stewart had numerous children.   

· Clement Stewart, and later Charles Stewart (both of Stewart & Co.), lived at various times next door at 123 North 2nd Street.  Clement married into the extended Lehn Family, who had founded Lehn’s Court off Centre Square, Easton in colonial times.
  

· William G. Stewart, a successful notions merchant, lived at 119 North 2nd Street – between Clement on one side, and two  descendants of the Lehn Family on the other at Nos.113-15 and 111, respectively.
  

John Stewart’s oldest son, Edward F. Stewart (c.1819 – 1902), succeeded his father as Bank President in 1885.
  In due course he inherited the house at 133 North 2nd Street from his mother.
   He had a varied career as an abolitionist lawyer and Presbyterian minister, before joining the iron business in Easton being run by his maternal uncle, John Green. “The buildings then covered the half block from Spring Garden to Fourth, now occupied by the Green family.”
 He left again in 1854 to run stores in Jersey city for four years,
 but returned again to Easton in 1858 as the head bookkeeper of the First National Bank under his father’s Presidency.
  He succeeded his father as the Bank’s President in 1885.
  He became a resident at 133 North 4th Street in the 1880s.
   However, in 1897 Edward lost the property in a Sheriff’s sale over a debt of $3,716.25 (plus interest and $4.50 in damages) owed to Margaret Stewart.
  He retired in the same year (1897),
 and moved across Bushkill Street to 217 North 2nd Street, where he apparently remained
 until his death in 1902 at age 83.
 

   
The Laubachs.  William Laubach purchased the corner property (137 North 2nd Street) from John Maxwell’s heirs in 1890,
 and made it his home.
  He also purchased John Stewart’s property next door (at 133 North 2nd Street) in the Sheriff’s sale in 1897,
   where his son George Laubach made his home.
  George formally purchased his property from his father in 1909 for $8,500.
  William Laubach was the founder of Laubach’s Department Store in Easton.  His son, George A Laubach, became head of that firm after his father died in 1914.
  

William Laubach’s widow, Mary F. Laubach, continued to live at No.137 after her husband’s death.
  In 1924, however, she requested that the property be sold, which her son George (as executor of his father’s will) did, and on the same date both the Laubach residences were purchased by Samuel S. Ealer, each for $18,000.
  Ealer promptly agreed to sell the combined property to Anna and George Wilhelm as part of a property exchange, subject to extensive mortgage obligations.
  Although this sale did close,
 it unraveled in a sheriff’s sale in 1932 (during the Great Depression) when the Wilhelms were apparently unable to carry these mortgage debts.
  During this time, both properties were being used as residential rentals.
  

By the time of his death in 1936, Samuel Ealer had amassed 17 real estate parcels during his lifetime, 10 of them through sheriff sales.  His widow, Anna Nora Ealer, and The Easton Trust Company were named as executors of the will – but Ealer had died owing The Easton Trust Company mortgage debt of over $98,000.  Apparently to resolve this conflict of interest, The Easton Trust renounced its position as co-trustee and in 1939 acquired all the property from the widow, apparently as collateral for the mortgage debt.
  A quarter of a century later, in 1965, The Easton Trust Company’s successor bank then resold most of the real estate back to Anna Nora Ealer and the other Ealer heirs.
  The following year (1966), Frederick Ealer petitioned to partition the Ealer Family property, and as a result the two North 2nd Street parcels were separated and sold to the Easton Professional Corporation for $28,000 in 1967.
  According to the Northampton County Tax Records, the modern single-story building that now occupies the property was built in 1968, apparently by the Easton Professional Corporation.
  


On the last day of 1986, in conjunction with the liquidation of the Easton Professional Corporation to its stockholders, this property was conveyed to John M. Anascavage and John M. Cochran.
  They, in turn, sold the property to Joseph and Audria Parsons in 1998.
  

� 	City of Easton, Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form, Attachment: Building Description Survey Area 1 Zone B (City Council Resolution approved 12 May 1982). 


� 	See Northampton County Tax Records map, www.ncpub.org, which shows the 126.5’ frontage along Bushkill Street.  The combined frontage of the block to Green Alley shown in the modern Tax Records map is 231.08’, although the original Lot plan when Easton was established in 1752 the distance was supposed to have been an even 230’.  See A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937). 


� 	See A.D. Chidsey, Jr., The Penn Patents in the Forks of the Delaware Plan of Easton, Map 2 (Vol. II of Publications of the Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1937). 


� 	Deed, John Penn and Richard Penn to Peter Miller, B3  306 (21 Sept. 1802)(£ 112  9s. 4d. “in Specie” for Lots 43, 45, 47 – SW corner of Front and Bushkill Streets);  and Lot No.48 and northern half of Lot No.46 – 90’ X 230’ (SE corner of Fermor (2nd) and Bushkill Streets)). 


� 	Article, “Rich Men”, Easton Argus, Thurs., 21 Nov. 1861, p.2, col.3.   The other two identified by the Argus were Col. Thomas McKeen and Hon. David D. Wagener.  See generally separate entries for the Wagner Mansion (Pomfret Club) at 33 South 4th Street (owned by David Wagener’s son) and the Col. Thomas McKeen Mansion at 231 Spring Garden Street.  


� 	Floyd S. Bixler, The History with Reminiscences of the Early Taverns and Inns of Easton, 12 (Northampton County Historical and Genealogical Society 1931)( Paper Read before the Northampton County Historical Society at the St. Crispin Anniversary Dinner at the Lafayette Hotel on 25 Oct. 1930);  accord, William J. Heller, Historic Easton From the Window of a Trolley-Car 72 (The Express Printing Co., Inc., 1912, reprinted by Genealogical Researchers, 1984)(“famous Easton philanthropist and merchant”).   See separate entries on www.WalkingEaston.com for 30 Centre Square, Library Hall, 32 North Second Street, and The Log Cabin Lot / Peter Miller Building, 209-17 Northampton Street.  


� 	Henry F. Marx (compiler), II Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1799 – 1851 Newspaper Extracts 694 (Easton Area Public Library 1929)(from The Whig and Journal, Wed., 10 March 1847, article stating that Miller had died on the third).  


� 	Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Miller to Samuel Wilhelm, H7  573 (5 Sept. 1849)(stated sale price $100,000 for 2/5 interest in Miller’s entire inheritance).  


� 	Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Miller to James M. Port and Matthew Hale Jones, H7  572 (5 Sept. 1849)(stated price $50,000 for 1/5 of the inheritance “and for divers other good causes and considerations”).  Two months later, in return for certain of the real estate, the two lawyers returned their 1/5 interest.  Deed, James M. (Eliza) Porter and Matthew Hale (Mary F.) Jones to Peter Miller and Samuel Wilhelm, C8  94 (21 Nov. 1849)(Tract No.30).    This Deed was misreferenced in both Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Miller and Samuel (Mary) Wilhelm to McEvers Forman, H7  585 (1 Dec. 1849) and Deed, Christopher (Leonora) Nicholas to John Green, H9  427 (27 Oct. 1859) as being in volume B8 of the Northampton County Deed Records, with the page citation missing.   


� 	Hillyard v. Miller, 10 Pa.State 326-38 (Pa.Sup.Ct. 1849);  see Kempton, A History of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Congregation, supra at 217 (decision established Pennsylvania law on the “rule against perpetuities” relating to trusts for the accumulation of income).  


� 	 Deed, James M. (Eliza) Porter and Matthew Hale (Mary F.) Jones to Peter Miller and Samuel Wilhelm, C8  94 (21 Nov. 1849)(Tract No.30). 


� 	Deed, Peter (Elizabeth) Miller and Samuel (Mary) Wilhelm to McEvers Forman, H7  585 (1 Dec. 1849)(sale price $4,200 for property with 90’ frontage on Fermor (2nd) Street and 230’ frontage on Bushkill Street).


� 	M.S. Henry, History of the Lehigh Valley 125 (Bixler & Corwin 1860).  Peter S. Michler was the Bank’s President at that time.  Id.  See also Talbot’s Lehigh Valley Gazetteer and Business Directory 1864-65 13 (Press of Wynkoop & Hallenbeck 1864)(alphabetical listing for Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank showing M.E. Forman as Cashier).  


� 	J.H. Lant & Son, Easton etc. Directory 1881-2 (1881)(McEvers Forman, Pres. First National Bank, home at 48 North Third St.);  George W. West, West’s Guide to Easton, etc. 39 (West & Everett, Job Printers 1883)(Forman was President of First National Bank); 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.403A (age 74, President of Bank).  


� 	See Deed, Thomas R. (Julia A.) Pomp to William H. Hutter, H8  134 (15 Dec. 1851)(regarding subsequent sale of the property that became 133 North 2nd Street, reciting in the property description that the alley to the East had been laid out by McEvers Forman);  Four-Part Deed, McEvers (Angelina) Forman, John (Elizabeth) Maxwell, William H. (Ellen) Hutter, and William (Ellen) Maxwell, H9  375 (3 June 1859)(closing the alley and dividing the land among the adjacent landowners).     


� 	Deed, McEvers (Angeline) Forman to John Maxwell, C8  127 (1 June 1850 and 3 June 1859)(sale price $1500 for property with 45’ frontage on North 2nd Street X 120’ frontage on Bushkill Street).  


� 	William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 126 (William H. Boyd 1860)(John Maxwell, house at 73 North 2nd Street). 


� 	Obituary, “MAXWELL”, Easton Daily Free Press, Wed., 4 Nov. 1885, p.2, col.2 (in 69th year; funeral at his late residence at the corner of Bushkill and 2nd Streets).   This notice provided: “Male friends only to attend the interment.” 


� 	D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(J. Maxwell);  Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Sat., 28 Nov. 1873, p.3, col.4 (at corner, No.137 North 2nd Street);  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 96 (1873)(John Maxwell at 73 North 2nd Street);   J.H. Lant & Son, Easton etc. Directory 1881-2 (1881)(alphabetical listing for John and John D. Maxwell). 


� 	See Henry D. Maxwell (compiler), the Maxwell Family – Descrendants of John and Ann Maxwell 1701 – 1894 49, 52 (1895)(copy in Marx Room, Easton Area Public Library).  The history of the Maxwell Family is given in the separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Maxwell Mansion at 208 Spring Garden Street.  


� 	1860 Census, Series M653, Roll 1147, p.237;  see 1870 Census, Series M593, Roll 1382, p.6.


� 	William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 126 (William H. Boyd 1860)(John Maxwell, miller in South Easton);  Talbot’s Lehigh Valley Gazetteer and Business Directory 1864-65  25 (Press of Wynkoop & Hallenbeck 1864)(flouring mill proprietor, South Easton);  Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71 62 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(Maxwell a member of the firm Maxwell & Palmer).   The 1881-2 City Directory shoed Aaron Palmer (then presumably as Maxwell’s successor) with his flour mill on Mill Street in South Easton, and his home on Mauch Chunk Street.  J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2  197 (1881);  see also J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1877  206 (M.J. Riegel 1877)(Aaron Palmer, flour mill in South Easton directory section, home on Mauch Chunk Street in South Easton).  


� 	Webb Bros. & Co., Webb’s Easton and Phillipsburg Directory 1875-6  83 (M.J. Riegel 1875);  accord, J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1877  106 (M.J. Riegel 1877);  J.H. Lant, Easton, [Etc,] Directory for 1879  110, 116 (M.J. Riegel 1879)(Lehigh Water Co. at 57 Centre Square);  1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.382D;  J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2  75 (1881)(Lehigh Water Co., 57 Centre Square, J. Maxwell President, although Maxwell’s personal listing at page 82 listed only his home address).   Neither the personal nor the company listings in J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1883-4  88, 94 (J.H. Lant 1883) showed Maxwell as President, but in the following year’s personal entry he was again shown as the “Pres. L. W. Co.”  J.H. Lant, Easton, [Etc.] Directory for 1884-5  93 (J.H. Lant 1884).


	Earlier, John Maxwell’s entry in Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873  96 (1873) showed no occupation, perhaps indicating that he had then retired from the mill but not yet become President of the Lehigh Water Company.   


� 	William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 126 (William H. Boyd 1860)(John Maxwell, house at 73 North 2nd Street);  Talbot’s Lehigh Valley Gazetteer and Business Directory 1864-65  25 (Press of Wynkoop & Hallenbeck 1864);  Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71 62 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870);  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873 96 (1873). 


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Sat., 28 Nov. 1873, p.3, col.4;  accord, e.g., Webb Bros. & Co., Webb’s Easton and Phillipsburg Directory 1875-6  83 (M.J. Riegel 1875);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1877  106 (M.J. Riegel 1877);  J.H. Lant, Easton, [Etc,] Directory for 1879  116 (M.J. Riegel 1879);  J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2  82 (1881);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1883-4  94 (1883);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1884-5  93 (1884)(John Maxwell, President of L.W.Co., house at 137 North 2nd Street).   


� 	See D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874);  J.H. Lant, Easton, [Etc,] Directory for 1879 316 (M.J. Riegel 1879)( Wm. Maxwell at 140 Bushkill Street);  J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1884-5  93 (1884)(William Maxwell, books and bookbinding in NE corner of Centre Square, house at 140 Bushkill Street);  George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton [Etc.] 174 (George W. West 1894);  George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Greater Easton 156 (George W. West 1898).  See also Deed, John M. Anascavage & Jon M. Cochran to Joseph C. (Audria J.) Parsons, 1998-1-071168 (11 June 1998)(reciting that the property to the East had been the land of William Maxwell).  


� 	J.H. Lant, Easton, [Etc,] Directory for 1879 316 (M.J. Riegel 1879)(H.D. Maxwell at 143 Bushkill Street).  See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 206 Spring Garden Street for a history of Judge Henry D. Maxwell.  


� 	Deed, McEvers (Angelina) Forman to Thomas R. Pomp, C8  204 (12 Dec. 1849)(sale price $1500 for a parcel with 45’ frontage on North 2nd Street, and a depth of 120’, with the rest of McEvers Forman’s property lying to the North).  


� 	Deed, Thomas R. (Julia A.) Pomp to William H. Hutter, H8 134 (15 Dec. 1851)(sale price $1500 for a “lot or piece or parcel of ground”;  mentions that alley to the East laid out by McEvers Forman).  


� 	Article, “The Argus”, Easton Argus, Wednesday, 17 March 1875, p.3, col.1.   Further historical details on Col. Hutter, his grandfather Christian J. Hütter, and many of Easton’s newspapers including the Argus, are given in the www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Express Building at 30 North 4th Street.  


� 	William Jacob Heller, History of Northampton County (Pennsylvania) and the Grand Valley of the Lehigh 293 (American Historical Society 1920).  


� 	Rev. Uzal W. Condit, The History of Easton, Penn’a 456 (George W. West 1885 / 1889);  see Article, “The Argus”, Easton Argus, Wednesday, 17 March 1875, p.3, col.1, and p.1 Masthead showing Cole & Morwitz as publishers.  


� 	Deed, William H. (Marietta) Hutter to Elizabeth Stewart, B11  609 (1 Apr. 1865)(sale price $7,500).  


� 	The increase in value from $1500 in 1851 to $7500 in 1865 is suggestive, although some of that increase may have been due to inflation.  Moreover, the 1851 deed only mentions a “lot or piece or parcel of ground” without specific mention of any building, while the 1865 deed specifies that a “Brick Dwelling house” was on the property.  Against those facts, however, the 1865 deed makes customary reference to the prior (1851) deed as a source of title, stating that “the same lot of ground and premises” were included in the prior deed (emphasis added) – which could be read as indicating that at least some sort of building (“premises”) were thought to have been there in 1851.  Accordingly, the issue is not free from doubt.  


� 	Jane Moyer (compiler), I Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1885-1902 Newspaper Extracts 117 (Easton Area Public Library 1976);  accord, Obituary, “Edward F. Stewart”, Easton Express, Tues., 25 Feb. 1902, p.5, col.2 (age 82)(John Green was the uncle of Edward F. Stewart, John and Elizabeth Stewart’s son);  Obituary, “Clement Stewart Dead”, Easton Express, Tues., 3 July 1921, p.1, col.6 (parents were John Stewart and Elizabeth Green Stewart);  William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County 243 (American Historical Society 1920).    


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entries for the Green Family Homestead at 83 North 4th Street;  the Green Duplex at 438-40 Spring Garden Street;  the Dr. Traill Green House at 222 Spring Garden Street;  the First Presbyterian Church at 333 Spring Garden Street;  the Keller Town House at 109 North 4th Street;  and the Nevin Town House at 111-13 North 4th Street.  


� 	Deed, William H. (Marietta) Hutter to Elizabeth Stewart, B11  609 (1 Apr. 1865)(recital).  


� 	See Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873  121 (1873);  see also D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(J. Stewart).  


� 	Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Sat., 28 Nov. 1873, p.3, col.4.  


� 	John W. Jordan, Edgar Moore Green & George T. Ettinger, I Historic Homes and Institutions and Genealogical and Personal Memoirs of the Lehigh Valley Pennsylvania 41-42 (The Lewis Publishing Co. 1905, reprint by Higginson Book Co.);  see also William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County 242 (American Historical Society 1920).


� 	William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County 242 (American Historical Society 1920). 


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 45 North 2nd Street, and sources cited therein. 


� 	William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County 242 (American Historical Society 1920).


� 	See Lance E. Metz and Donald Sayenga, Capt’ Sherman’s Guide to Hugh Moore Park 33 (Canal History and Technology Press rev. ed. 1998)(Rodenbaugh and Stewart Wire Works “Begun 1837-1838”);  but cf.  Jane Moyer (compiler), I Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1885-1902 Newspaper Extracts 117 (Easton Area Public Library 1976)(begun 1835);  Dan Witucki, The Hugh Moore Park Industrial Ruins Trail of the Lehigh Canal 7 (Eagle Scout Project printed in Allentown, PA by PPL Utilities Sept. 2000)(begun 1835).  Property was purchased by the partners in 1836;  a formal Declaration of Trust for the property was dated 25 Sept. 1837, based upon partnership Articles dated 15 Apr. 1837.  See Declaration of Trust, Charles Rodenbough and John Stewart, et al., Misc. 4  539 (25 Sept. 1837)(Northampton County Deed Records)(and recitals).  


� 	The Hugh Moore Park Industrial Ruins Trail of the Lehigh Canal 7 (First Printing, Sept. 2000).  The partners were:


Charles Rodenbough


John Stewart


John Green Jr.


John Gray


Jacob Able


Thomas McKeen


Hopewell Hepburn


	Declaration of Trust, Charles Rodenbough and John Stewart, et al.,  Misc.4  539 (Northampton County Deed Records 25 Sept. 1837).  


	John Green Jr. is John Green, son of Benjamin Green, who lived on North 4th Street in Easton, because he later passed that partnership interest along to his four children when he died in 1870.  See, e.g., Agreement, John Stewart, Charles Stewart, Edward H. Green, Catherine S. Green, Juliette R. Green, Jane Green, Misc. 15  61 (27 Mar. 1873)(Northampton County Deed Records); separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 83 North 4th Street.  


	Thomas McKeen refers to Colonel Thomas McKeen.  See William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County 242 (American Historical Society 1920).   See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for Col. Thomas McKeen Mansion at 231 Spring Garden Street.  


� 	Lance E. Metz and Donald Sayenga, Capt’ Sherman’s Guide to Hugh Moore Park 33 (Canal History and Technology Press rev. ed. 1998)(Rodenbaugh and Stewart Wire Works “Begun 1837-1838).


� 	See D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Borough of South Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(Stewart & Co. Wire Mill, Office Stewart & Co.).  


�	See Declaration of Trust, Charles Rodenbough and John Stewart, et al., Misc. 4  539 (25 Sept. 1837)(Northampton County Deed Records)(description of property along Mill Street);  J.H. Lant, Easton, [Etc.] Directory for 1884-5  207 (J.H. Lant 1884)(Stewart & Co., wire manufacturers, corner of Mill and Abbott Streets, South Easton);  A.E. Sholes (Mgr. and Compiler), Directory of Northampton County Pennsylvania, November 1, 1901  284 (Easton Express Print)(Stewart Wire Co., at corner of Abbott and Mill Street, South Easton);   see also  J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2  118 (1881)(Stewart & Co. at Mill Street);  W.M.R. Williamson (Mgr.), Ferris Bros. Northampton County Directory, 1885  166 (Ferris Bros. 1885)(Stewart & Co. wire mills at Mill Street).  


� 	Lance E. Metz and Donald Sayenga, Capt’ Sherman’s Guide to Hugh Moore Park 33 (Canal History and Technology Press rev. ed. 1998)(Rodenbaugh and Stewart Wire Works “Begun 1837-1838);  see also Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71 7 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(advertisement for Stewart & Co. claimed the wire was “Made of the Best Refined Charcoal Iron”).   


� 	Lance E. Metz and Donald Sayenga, Capt’ Sherman’s Guide to Hugh Moore Park 33 (Canal History and Technology Press rev. ed. 1998)(Rodenbaugh and Stewart Wire Works “Begun 1837-1838). 


� 	Theo. Francis Rodenbough, Autumn Leaves from Family Trees 150 (Clark & Zugulla 1892).  


� 	Theo. Francis Rodenbough, Autumn Leaves from Family Trees 149 (Clark & Zugulla 1892).  One of his partners was Joseph Swift.  Id. 


� 	Theo. Francis Rodenbough, Autumn Leaves from Family Trees 150 (Clark & Zugulla 1892). 


� 	Theo. Francis Rodenbough, Autumn Leaves from Family Trees 153-54 (Clark & Zugulla 1892).


� 	Deed, Charles Rodenbough to John Green Jr., John Stewart, F8  162, 164 (4 Mar. 1852)(sale price $10,000 for conveyance of Rodenbough’s interest in the mills and business property to the remaining partners, and reciting that Rodenbough had left the business as of 1 Jan. 1852; the second deed was made because the first had been done without Emily Rodenbough, and she was added in the second);  accord, Dan Witucki, The Hugh Moore Park Industrial Ruins Trail of the Lehigh Canal 7 (Eagle Scout Project printed in Allentown, PA by PPL Utilities Sept. 2000); Lance E. Metz and Donald Sayenga, Capt’ Sherman’s Guide to Hugh Moore Park 33-34 (Easton, PA: Canal History and Technology Press rev. ed. 1998).  See also Theo. Francis Rodenbough, Autumn Leaves from Family Trees 150 (Clark & Zugulla 1892)(Rodenbough retired from the South Easton mill in 1853). 


� 	Dan Witucki, The Hugh Moore Park Industrial Ruins Trail of the Lehigh Canal 7 (Eagle Scout Project printed in Allentown, PA by PPL Utilities Sept. 2000);  Lance E. Metz and Donald Sayenga, Capt’ Sherman’s Guide to Hugh Moore Park 34 (Easton, PA: Canal History and Technology Press rev. ed. 1998);  see Talbot’s Lehigh Valley Gazetteer and Business Directory 1864-65 29 (Press of Wynkoop & Hallenbeck 1864);  J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2  203 (1881)(Stewart & Company, wire manufacturers, Mill Street in South Easton).     


� 	George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Easton [Etc.] 300 (George W. West 1892)(Stewart Wire Mills Co., corner of Mill and Abbott Streets, South Easton).  


� 	Dan Witucki, The Hugh Moore Park Industrial Ruins Trail of the Lehigh Canal 7 (Eagle Scout Project printed in Allentown, PA by PPL Utilities Sept. 2000);  Lance E. Metz and Donald Sayenga, Capt’ Sherman’s Guide to Hugh Moore Park 34 (Easton, PA: Canal History and Technology Press rev. ed. 1998). 


� 	William J. Heller (supervising editor), III History of Northampton County and The Grand Valley of the Lehigh 363 (The American Historical Society 1920);  see Obituary, “Clement Stewart Dead”, Easton Express, Tues., 3 July 1921, p.1, col.6 (superintendent).  


� 	Compare 1870 Census, Series M593, Roll 1382, p.18B (E.H. Green, Superintendent, “Wire mfr”) with Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71 46 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(Edward Green of Stewart & Company);  see also William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 219 (William H. Boyd 1860)(Stewart & Co. of South Easton shown with three active partners: Charles Stewart, Edward H. Green, and Clement Stewart).   See generally separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for Green Family Homestead at 83 North 4th Street.  


� 	Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71 7 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870)(advertisement for Stewart & Co.).  


� 	Obituary, “Clement Stewart Dead”, Easton Express, Tues., 3 July 1921, p.1, col.6.  


� 	Northampton County Directory, 1897  90 (Easton Express 1897)(Charles Stewart, gentleman, residence at 123 North 2nd Street);  see A.E. Sholes (Mgr. and Compiler), Directory of Northampton County Pennsylvania, November 1, 1901 284 (Easton Express Print)(Charles Stewart, home at 123 North 2nd Street, no occupation listed);  George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Easton, [Etc.] 253 (West & Johnson Printing Co. 1901)(Charles Stewart, retired, 123 North 2nd Street).      


	The 1896 City Directory lists his residence at 123 North 2nd Street, but no occupation, which might indicate that he retired earlier than 1897.  See George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton, [Etc.] 260 (George W. West 1896). 


� 	William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County 242-43 (American Historical Society 1920).


� 	A.E. Sholes (Mgr. and Compiler), Directory of Northampton County Pennsylvania, November 1, 1901 284 (Easton Express Print)(Stewart Wire Co. in South Easton at the corner of Abbott and Mill Streets, H. McKeen President).    


� 	Metz & Sayenga, Capt’ Sherman’s Guide to Hugh Moore Park, supra at 34.  A more complete history of the Wire Works is given in the separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Charles Stewart Mansion at 123 North 2nd Street. 


� 	William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County 242 (American Historical Society 1920);  see Obituary, “Edward F. Stewart”, Easton Express, Tues., 25 Feb. 1902, p.5, col.2 (the son of John Stewart).  See generally Leonard Buscemi, Sr., Slide Lecture on Easton Banks (Slide # 2).  In 1870, he was still shown as the President of the “Mech. Bank”, with a home at 71 North 2nd Street under the numbering scheme in effect at that time.  Fitzgerald & Dillon, Easton Directory for 1870-71  80 (Ringwalt & Brown 1870). 


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for the Alpha Building at 1 South Third Street.  


� 	William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County 242 (American Historical Society 1920);  accord, 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, pp.382C (John “Stuart”, retired with 2 servants, heading his own household located at 123, the same address as “C. Stuart” and his separately-listed 16-year-old son named John);  cf. J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1877  136 (M.J. Riegel 1877)(John Stewart listed without any occupation);  J.H. Lant, Easton, [Etc,] Directory for 1879  150 (M.J. Riegel 1879)(same).   


	The 1881 City Directory (which was presumably compiled in late 1880) still specifically linked his name to Stewart & Co., while the 1880 Census (after adjusting for the Census-taker’s spelling) stated that he was “retired” and living next door at 123 North 2nd Street in the same building as his son, Charles).   


	However, John Stewart appears to have moved back next door to his old home at 133 North 2nd by late 1882.  See J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1883-4  140 (J.H. Lant 1883)(lists John Stewart of 133 North 2nd Street as being associated once again with Stewart & Co.).  This does not appear to be a reference to his grandson (Charles Stewart’s son John), because there is a separate listing for John Stewart Jr. residing at 133 North 2nd Street.  


� 	William J. Heller, II History of Northampton County 242 (American Historical Society 1920);  Jane Moyer (compiler), I Marriages and Deaths Northampton County 1885-1902 Newspaper Extracts 117 (Easton Area Public Library 1976). 


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 123 North 4th Street. 


� 	See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 119 North 4th Street.  


� 	Obituary, “Edward F. Stewart”, Easton Express, Tues., 25 Feb. 1902, p.5, col.2 (age 82). 


� 	See Deed Poll, Thomas Fenicle, Sheriff, for Edward F. Stewart, to William Laubach, A28  106 (15 Mar. 1897)(recitals).  


� 	Obituary, “Edward F. Stewart”, Easton Express, Tues., 25 Feb. 1902, p.5, col.2.  


	John Green’s firm may have actually been Stewart & Co., in which Green was a partner. The Hugh Moore Park Industrial Ruins Trail of the Lehigh Canal 7 (First Printing, Sept. 2000)   Indeed, in the 1870 Census John’s son, Edward H. Green, was the “Superintendent” of a wire manufacturer that was presumably the Stewart firm (prior to Clement Stewart taking that job). See 1870 Census, Series M593, Roll 1382, p.18B,  The family ties were obviously close.  Aside from being a Stewart nephew of John Stewart by marriage (as noted above),  Edward H. Green’s household in 1870 was shown as being headed up by “E.W. Stewart”, a 70 year old man with no assets.  See 1870 Census, Series M593, Roll 1382, p.18B.  


� 	Obituary, “Edward F. Stewart”, Easton Express, Tues., 25 Feb. 1902, p.5, col.2 (age 82);  see also C[harles] Kitchen, A General Directory of the Borough of Easton PA 54 (Cole & Eichman’s Office, 1855)(William G. Stewart, merchant, business at 51 North 4th Street, home at 67 Bushkill Street).  


� 	Obituary, “Edward F. Stewart”, Easton Express, Tues., 25 Feb. 1902, p.5, col.2 (age 82);  see  1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.375A (F. Edward Stuart, bookkeeper, at 127 Northampton Street);  J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2  118 (1881)(Edward F. Stewart, bookkeeper First National Bank, residence 127 Northampton Street).  


	He was simply listed as a “bank clerk” in 1873.  Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873  121 (1873) (E.F. Stewart, bank clerk, residence 15 Northampton Street).  


	But see William H. Boyd, Boyd’s Directory of Reading, Easton, [Etc.] 131 (William H. Boyd 1860)(Edward F. Stewart of the firm of Stewart & Micke, grocers at 49 North 4th Street).  This may indicate that Stewart spent a brief time upon his return in a grocery operation that was forgotten by his obituary writer.   The 1860 Directory lists Stewart’s residence as 16 Northampton Street (under the street numbering scheme in effect at that time), which would have been across the street from his residence in the early 1870s at 15 Northampton Street (now 127 Northampton Street).  See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entry for 121-27 Northampton Street.  Also, based upon surrounding house numbers prior to 1874, the grocery store location at 49 North 4th Street may refer to what is today numbered 77 North 4th Street – just South of the John and Edward Green residences at the corner with Spring Garden Street.  See separate www.WalkingEaston.com entries for 83 and 77 North 4th Street.   


� 	Obituary, “Edward F. Stewart”, Easton Express, Tues., 25 Feb. 1902, p.5, col.2 (age 82);  accord, W.M.R. Williamson (Mgr.), Ferris Bros. Northampton County Directory 1885 121 (Ferris Bros. 1885)(Edward F. Stewart, President First National Bank, residence 133 North 2nd Street);  George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton, [Etc.] 249 (George W. West 1894)(same);  George W. West (compiler), Directory of Easton, [Etc.] 260 (George W. West 1896)(same).   


� 	During the 1870s and until 1880, “E.F. Stewart” had lived in a building that became 217 Northampton Street with the inauguration of the modern street numbering scheme in 1874.   See Jeremiah H. Lant, The Northampton County Directory for 1873  121 (1873) (E.F. Stewart, bank clerk, residence 15 Northampton Street);  Article, “The New Numbers”, Easton Daily Free Press, Friday, 21 Nov. 1873, p.3 No.127 Northampton Street assigned to E.F. Stewart residence);  D.G. Beers, Atlas of Northampton County Pennsylvania, Plan of Easton (A. Pomeroy & Co. 1874)(Edward F. Stewart);  1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, p.375A (F. Edward Stuart, bookkeeper, at 127 Northampton Street);  J.H. Lant & Son, Easton [Etc.] Directory 1881-2  118 (1881)(Edward F. Stewart, bookkeeper First National Bank, residence 127 Northampton Street).  


	He then disappeared from the 1883-4 and 1884-5 City Directories.  John Stewart, is listed at his old home at 133 Northampton Street in 1883-4, but the 1880 Census showed him at Clement Stewart’s address next door, 123 North 2nd Street.  It is possible that Edward moved into the house at 133 North 2nd Street during this period.   Compare J.H. Lant, Easton [Etc.] Directory for 1883-4  140 (J.H. Lant 1883)(John Stewart of Stewart & Co., residence still at 133 North 2nd Street, while John Stewart Jr. (presumably Charles’s son) is listed at 123 North 2nd Street) with 1880 Census, Series T9, Roll 1161, pp.382C (John “Stuart”, a different person from the 16-year-old son of “C. Stuart” named John, at the same address);  accord, J.H. Lant, Easton, Etc. Directory for 1884-5  58 (J.H. Lant 1884)(John Stewart of Stewart & Co. residence at 123 North 2nd Street).    


� 	Deed Poll, Thomas Fenicle, Sheriff, for Edward F. Stewart, to William Laubach, A28  106 (15 Mar. 1897). 


� 	Obituary, “Edward F. Stewart”, Easton Express, Tues., 25 Feb. 1902, p.5, col.2 (age 82);  accord, Northampton County Directory 1897  90 (Easton Express 1897)(Edward Stewart listed as a gentleman at 217 North 2nd Street).   


� 	See 1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.57B (George Laubach at 133 North 2nd Street) and 59A (Edward F. Stewart, age 81, at 217 North Second Street, with his wife Margaret, daughter Ellen Baum, and two grandchildren);  A.E. Sholes (Mgr. and Compiler), Directory of Northampton County Pennsylvania, November 1, 1901 284 (Easton Express Print)(Edward F. Stewart residence at 217 North 2nd Street);  George W. West (compiler), West’s Directory of Easton, [Etc.] 253 (West & Johnson Printing Co. 1901);  Obituary, “Edward F. Stewart”, Easton Express, Tues., 25 Feb. 1902, p.5, col.2 (age 82)(died in his home on North 2nd Street).


� 	Obituary, “Edward F. Stewart”, Easton Express, Tues., 25 Feb. 1902, p.5, col.2 (age 82). 


� 	Deed, John (Sue P.) Maxwell and Mary E. (William H.) Ingram, heirs of John Maxwell, to William Laubach, D21  325 (29 Mar. 1890)(sale price $10,000;  John Maxwell had died intestate on 3 Dec. 1885).  


� 	1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.57A and B;  1910 Census, Series T624, Roll 1381, p.27B;  1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.90A.      


� 	Deed Poll, Thomas Fenicle, Sheriff, for Edward F. Stewart, to William Laubach, A28  106 (15 Mar. 1897). 


� 	1900 Census, Series T623, Roll 1447, p.57A and B;  1910 Census, Series T624, Roll 1381, p.27B;  1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.90A.      


� 	Deed, William (Mary F.) Laubach to George A. Laubach, B29  121 (8 June 1909).  


� 	See Marie and Frank Summa & Leonard S. Buscemi Sr., Images of America: Historic Easton 51-52 (Arcadia Publishing 2000);  Ken Klabunde, “William Laubach & Sons: From a Small Dry Goods Store to Easton’s Largest Department Store” (Parts I and II), The Easton Irregular, Sept. 2005, pp.8-9 / Oct. 2005, p.17.   Further details are available in the separate entry for the William Laubach and Sons Department Store Building, at 322-36 Northampton Street.    


� 	See 1920 Census, Series T625, Roll 1609, p.90A.   She received a life estate under the will of her husband.  See Deed, George A. Laubach, Executor of the Will of William Laubach, to Samuel S. Ealer, H52  140 (9 Sept. 1924)(recitals).  


� 	Deed, George A. Laubach, Executor of the Will of William Laubach, to Samuel S. Ealer, H52  140 (9 Sept. 1924)(137 North 2nd Street, sale price $18,000);  Deed, George A. (Laura Louise) Laubach to Samuel S. Ealer, H52  161 (9 Sept. 1924)(133 North 2nd Street, sale price $18,000, including 45’ frontage on North 4th Street  X  125’ eastwards).  


� 	Contract of Sale, Anna M. (George R.) Wilhelm and Samuel S. (Anna N.) Ealer, Misc. 73  336 (19 Dec. 1924).  


� 	Deed, Samuel S. (Anna N.) Ealer to Anna M. (George R.) Wilhelm, A54  284 (2 Jan. 1925).  


� 	Deed Poll, Charles H. Unangst, Sheriff, to Samuel S. Ealer,  C64  128 (16 Feb. 1932)(upon a lawsuit by Samuel S. Ealer against the Wilhelms).  


� 	See West’s Easton Pa. and Phillipsburg, N.J. Directory 714 (R.L. Polk & Co. of Philadelphia 1930)(5 tenants listed for 133 North 2nd Street, and 6 tenants listed for 137 North 2nd Street).  


� 	See Deed, Anna Nora Ealer, et al., to The Easton Trust Company, D70  280 (26 Dec. 1939).  The property at 133 Spring Garden Street was Parcel No.16 in this transaction, and 137 Spring Garden Street was Parcel No.17.  


� 	Deed, Easton National Bank and Trust Company to Anna Nora Ealer, et al., 243  152  (17 May 1965).  In this transaction, the property at 133 Spring Garden Street was Parcel No.8, and 137 Spring Garden Street was Parcel No.9.  


� 	Deed, Jacob S. Kolb, Master in Partition, and George W. Lobach, to Easton Professional Corporation, 308  96 (26 Oct. 1967)(and recitals).  


� 	Northampton County Tax Records, www.ncpub.org.  Includes Nos. 133-37 North 2nd Street.  


� 	Deed, Easton Professional Corporation to John M. Anascavage & John M. Cochran, 717  740 (31 Dec. 1986).  


� 	Deed, John M. Anascavage & Jon M. Cochran to Joseph C. (Audria J.) Parsons, 1998-1-071168 (11 June 1998).  In this transaction, 133 North 2nd Street was Parcel No.1, and 137 North 2nd Street was Parcel No.2.  





